
Noon Bible Study: 1 Samuel 26-27 

1 Samuel 26:1-4 - Saul pursues David again 

 

 v. 1 - the Ziphites sell David out, again (cp. 1 Samuel 23:19) 

 

v. 2 - Saul traveling with 3000 men 

 

“This chapter resembles ch. 24, but there are too many differences to say that they are different versions of the same 

event. The location is different, and it is difficult to see how an encampment in the open air could be the same as one 

that occurred in a cave.” (ESV Study Bible, 1 Samuel 26) 

 

1 Samuel 26:5-7 - David sneaks into Saul’s camp 

 

v. 6 - 1 Chronicles 2:12-16 gives the genealogy for David.  He was the youngest (7th) son of Jesse and also had 

two sisters.  One of his sisters was named Zeruiah. 

 

1 Chronicles 2:16b - And the three sons of Zeruiah were Abishai, Joab and Asahel.  

 

Abishai (and Joab who we will meet in 2 Samuel) were David’s nephew’s and chief military leaders.  Abishai will be 

the leaders of what essentially would be David’s special forces when he becomes king. 

 

1 Samuel 26:8-12 - David and Abishai sneak into Saul’s camp 

 

v. 10-11 - David was sure that his future was in God’s hands.  

Certainly he didn’t want to be pursued by Saul any longer, but he 

also knew it would be wrong for him to take Saul’s life.  We also 

know that this lesson is coming off the heels of the LORD avenging 

David of Nabal and the lesson David learned in that encounter.  

God’s promise and faithfulness is what supports us when we are 

between a rock and a hard place. 

 

v. 12 - David took Saul’s spear and water jug.  We also learn 

that the LORD’s hand was involved in the sound sleep of the 

soldiers. 

 

1 Samuel 26:13-16 - David calls out Abner and other soldiers 
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v. 15 - David taunts general Abner - NLT - "Well, Abner, you're a great man, aren't you?" David taunted. "Where 

in all Israel is there anyone as mighty? So why haven't you guarded your master the king when someone came to 

kill him? 

 

1 Samuel 26:17-20 - David confronts Saul 

 

1 Samuel 26:21-25 - Saul “humbly” retreats 

 

v. 23 - The LORD sees and is “keeping score”.  This is what mattered most to David in this stage of his life. 

 

1 Samuel 27:1-7 - David flees to the land of the Philistines 

 

Though Saul shows another moment of apparent humility and contrition, David is wise to remain on guard and at 

a distance.  Remember, Saul had experienced a similar “change” after David spares him in the cave (1 Samuel 24). 

David would have been welcomed by king Achish based on the principle “the enemy of my enemy is my friend”.  

Hearing this, Saul no longer searches for him (v. 4).  Achish was the king that David had previously pretended to 

be crazy before (1 Sam. 21). 

 

1 Samuel 27:8-12 - David & Achish 

 

David raids some cities south of Philistia as you make your way towards Egypt.  These people were not Philistines 

but they are not Israelite’s either.  The people David tells the king that he defeated were some people aligned 

with Israel who lived within their borders (ex: the Kenites were the descendants of Moses’ father-in-law and they 

appeared in 1 Sam. 15).  However, David does not tell the truth when asked by Achish.  Though he actually 

defeated some Gentile nations to the south of Philistia, he tells Achish something else.  Ironically through his 

lie, he gains Achish’s trust. 

 

1 Samuel 27:10-12 (NLT) - "Where did you make your raid today?" Achish would ask.And David would reply, 

"Against the south of Judah, the Jerahmeelites, and the Kenites."  11 No one was left alive to come to 

Gath and tell where he had really been. This happened again and again while he was living among the 

Philistines.  12 Achish believed David and thought to himself, "By now the people of Israel must hate him 

bitterly. Now he will have to stay here and serve me forever!"  

 

This is the beginning of a new season in David’s life (1 year and 4 months) where he is living amongst the Philistines.  

This will be the final stretch before he is able to return to Israel and ascend to the throne. 
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